


Dr. Bird earned his bachelor’s degree from Clemson University and received master’s and
doctorate degrees from Texas A&M. He has been on the Texas A&M faculty since 1950 and was a
veteran of World War II before retiring as a lieutenant colonel from the Air Force.

"Dr. Bird’s keen insight regarding varietal response to such adversities as environmental
stress, insect and disease damage has been invaluable to cotton specialists," said Dr. James Supak,
Extension Agronomist for the Texas Agricultural Extension Service and one of Dr. Bird’s
nominators. "His dedication and tireless efforts have won him the respect of not only Extension
and research personnel, but also of seedsmen across the Cotton Belt."
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